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In consideration of
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 163/HOUSE RESOLUTION 139
REQUESTING THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO ENTER
INTO A LONG TERM WATER LEASE WITH WAI‘OLI VALLEY TARO HUI FOR
THE HUI’S EXISTING USE OF WATER FROM WAI‘OLI STREAM VIA DIRECT
NEGOTIATION, UPON COMPLETION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT PROCESS

House Concurrent Resolution 163/House Resolution 139 request the Board of Land and Natural
Resources (Board) to enter into a long term water lease with the Wai'oli Valley Taro Hui (Hui)
for the Hui’s existing use of water from Wai'oli stream via direct negotiation, upon completion of
the environmental impact statement process. The Department of Land and Natural Resources
(Department) supports these resolutions.

The Department continues to work with the Hui to complete the water leasing process pursuant to
Section 171-58, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). The Hui has worked in good faith to comply
with the requirements of Section 171-58, HRS. The Hui has consulted with the Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands on water reservations, and is in the process of developing a watershed
management plan with the Department, working with the Department’s Commission on Water
Resource Management to determine interim instream flow standards and producing a draft
environmental assessment in compliance with Chapter 343, HRS.

The Department supports granting the Board the authority to award water leases to the Hui and
other agricultural water users via direct negotiation in addition to public auction and worked to
introduce measures, House Bill 1015 and Senate Bill 1169, to achieve that objective. However,
the measures were not passed. Nevertheless, the Department will continue to work the Hui to
explore options to award a water lease through direct negotiation that complies with existing law.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these resolutions.
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The Administration of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) will recommend that
the Board of Trustees SUPPORT HCR163/HR139, which would help to further the Wai‘oli
Valley Taro Hui’s (Hui’s) efforts to obtain a water lease from the Board of Land and
Natural Resources (BLNR).

As an initial matter, OHA commends the tireless efforts of the Hui, to perpetuate
kalo farming traditions and practices that have persisted in spite of the tremendous
changes to Hawai‘i’s environment, economy, and political landscape that have occurred
over the last two centuries. The Hui’s continued resilience and perseverance, particularly
after the recent devastating floods of 2018, as well as their ability to evolve and adapt to
changing governmental bureaucracies and requirements in pursuit of their ultimate goal —
to continue traditional kalo cultivation in the footprint of our ancestors' — provides
inspiration and hope that our practices, knowledge, and values will continue well into the
21stcentury and beyond.

OHA further expresses its deep appreciation and gratitude to the professors and
students of the William S. Richardson School of Law, whose environmental law clinic has
provided invaluable assistance to the Hui in navigating complex and sometimes unclear
legal processes and overlapping jurisdictions as a means of protecting and perpetuating
Wai‘oli’s farming traditions. OHA likewise thanks the administration and staff of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and its divisions, the Department of

' As illustrated in the attached report by OHA Research Analyst Natashja Tong, historical documentation
demonstrates that the ‘auwai, manowai, and po‘owai relied on by the Hui is part of a traditional irrigation
system that existed since time immemorial, to support an agricultural complex of no less than 41 separate
kuleana ‘apana containing lo‘i kalo at the time of the Mahele, of which no less than 12 referred to this
particular ‘auwai as part of their metes and bounds description. See Attachment A.



Hawaiian Homelands, and the County of Kaua“i for their continued support of the Hui
and the law clinic. This has been and continues to be a true “kakou” effort.

This measure would lend the Legislature’s support to the Hui’s ongoing efforts to
secure a water lease from BLNR. Importantly, a water lease will not only enable the Hui's
continued use and maintenance of the ‘auwai system that has served their lo‘i since time
immemorial, but it will also promote public trust purposes in Wai‘oli such as the maintenance
of surface waters in their natural state, as well as the range of biocultural resources and
functions that rely upon and support stream flow and mauka-to-makai connectivity,
agricultural subsistence and domestic uses of water, and Native Hawaiian traditional and
customary practices including but not limited to lo‘i kalo cultivation. In this regard, OHA
notes that the Hui is uniquely situated to serve as a template for the State to protect public
trust interests during the water leasing process.

Accordingly, OHA urges the Committee to PASS HCR163/HR139. Mahalo nui for
the opportunity to testify.



ATTACHMENT A

The Indigenous Origin of the Native Hawaiian Irrigation Systemthat Feeds the Lo‘i Kalo
in Wai‘oli, Kaua‘i

By Natashja Tong
Land, Culture, and History Research Analyst, Office of Hawaiian Affairs

The Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui aims to restore its manowai (traditional intake from the main
stream channel), po‘owai (secondary diversion to traditional irrigation ditches), ‘auwai
(traditional kalo irrigation ditches), and the related lo‘i kalo system (wetland kalo patches),
which were damaged by the devastaing and record-breaking flood that hit Kaua‘i in April of
2018. This report summarizes OHA’s draft research, which concludes that this system existed in
pre-contact times; i.e., prior to the arrival of Captain Cook in about 1778. This is based, in part,
on the estimated birth and death years of the ali‘i referenced in the Native Register of Kuleana
Claimants during the Mahele process.

Although OHA has not yet located historical documentation that specifically dates the creation
of the manowai or po‘owai, documentation of the ‘auwai (which moves water from its point of
initial diversion to the lo‘i kalo) is available in the Mahele records (between the years 1848-
1860) that transitioned Hawai‘i into a hybridized system of private land ownership. Forty-one
separate Kuleana ‘apana (land parcels) were found that included lo‘i kalo, and 12 Kuleana
‘apana (land parcels) were found that referred to the ‘auwai in their metes and bounds. A
manowai or po‘owai is necessary to supply water to an ‘auwai; thus, the existence of traditional
intakes on Wai‘oli Stream is a given based on the existence of the lower portions of this
particular ‘auwai system.

Kuleana are a type of Land Commission Award (LCA) given to native tenants during the
Mahele. Native tenants who were seeking a Kuleana award would submit a Native Register (NR)
— a statement that explained the extent of their land claim — to the Land Commission, the Board
tasked with confirming title during this process. Typically, the Native Register included
information on how many ‘apana (land parcels) the applicant was claiming and what was being
cultivated at the time. The Native Register also detailed from whom the applicant derived their
interest (i.e., who gave the claimant the right to cultivate those lands), which was usually a
konohiki or ali‘i, and/or the year or time period that ali‘i was in power typically in the form of “I
ke au ia” or “during the time of” followed by the name of the ali‘i.

For example, the NR for LCA 8196 to Hakui notes, “e hoike imua o oukou no ko‘u kuleana mai
ka wa mai ia Kaikioewa a hiki i keia Ia” (“I make known before you my interest [in this land]
from the time that Kaikioewa ruled until today”). Kaikioewa died in 1839,' and was a
contemporary and kuhina (advisor) of Kamehameha | (1758-1819)."

i Lilikala Kame‘eleihwia, Native Land and Foreign Desires: Pehea La E Pono Ai?, (Honolulu: Bishop Museum
Press, 1992), 109.

il These years represent estimated life span, not political reign. Samuel Kamakau, Ke Kumu Aupuni, (Honolulu: Ke
Kumu Lama, 1996) 2-3; 87; 206-216.


http://kipukadatabase.com/Docs/NR/9-382.pdf

Kaumuali‘i, also a contemporary of Kamehameha I, is referenced many times as he is the ali‘i
nui of Kaua‘i during that period. For example, the NR for LCA 9276 for Kiolea states, “Penei ke
kuleana ana mai a Kaumualii mai a hiki i ka makahiki 1848 (“Such is the interest in this land
from Kaumuali‘i until the year 1848”). Kaumuali‘i, who died in 1824, was the mo°1 of Kaua‘i
who negotiated a treaty with Kamehameha during his campaign to unite the islands under one
rule. Similarly, the NR for LCA 9275 to Koenapuu explains, “Penei ke kuleana ana mai a
Kaumuali‘i mai a ia keia manawa” (“Such is my interest from Kaumuali‘i until now”). As yet
another example, the NR for LCA 11059 (seen below in Figure 1) to Timoteo proclaims, “I ka
manawa ia Kaumualii o Kauai nei, mai ko‘u mau makua mai a hiki mai ia‘u 1 keia wa ka pili ana
o keia wahi me au” (“During the time of Kaumualii’s rule, from my parents until me during this
time, is the connection of this place with me”).

Based on my years of experience and research in this area, it is my professional opinion that if
lands in Wai‘oli were given during the reign of Kaikioewa and Kaumuali‘i, both contemporaries
of Kamehameha I who lived through and experienced “contact” with Captain Cook in 1778, that
the manowai, po‘owai, and ‘auwai system required to support the lo‘i kalo claimed by those
native tenants was also in place prior to contact.

To provide more context for this conclusion, I received a Bachelor’s Degree in 2011 and my
Master’s Degree in 2014, both in Hawaiian Studies from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa’s
Kamakakitiokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies. While pursuing my degrees, | was one of a
handful of students selected to train as an Ancestral Visions of ‘Aina Konohiki. Under the
mentorship of Lilikala Kame‘eleihiwa, Ph.D., Pua Kanahele, Ph.D., and others, I reviewed, and
transcribed, thousands of Mahele documents, including LCAs, native registers, and native and
foreign testimonies. Some of those documents are available on the avakonohiki.org website. That
is but one example of my specific training in research and translations in this field. Moreover, as
one of OHA’s Land, Culture, and History Research Analysts, since 2014, my research has
focused on land, water, and the Mahele process in particular. Given this and other background
and training, I am confident that the Wai‘oli manowai, po‘owai, and ‘auwai are Native Hawaiian
in origin and were established before the arrival of Europeans in Hawai‘i.

iii Kame‘eleihwia, Native Land and Foreign Desires, 109.


http://kipukadatabase.com/Docs/NR/9-447.pdf
http://kipukadatabase.com/Docs/NR/9-446.pdf
http://kipukadatabase.com/Docs/NR/9-341.pdf

Figure 1. Native Register for L.C.A. 11059 to Timoteo
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Dear Chair Tarnas and Members of the Commaittee:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HCR 163 /
HR 139, Requesting The Board Of Land And Natural Resources To Enter Into A
Long-Term Water Lease With Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui For The Hui’s Existing Use Of
Water From Wai‘oli Stream Via Direct Negotiation, Upon Completion Of The
Environmental Impact Statement Process. My testimony is submitted in my
individual capacity as Council Vice Chair of the Kaua‘l County Council.

Waioli Valley Taro Hui (“Hui”) is comprised of small family farmers, many of
whom have been stewarding the same land in Wai‘oli Valley for four to six
generations or more. The Hui has been working diligently to comply with all
requirements necessary to be able to continue to care for this ‘aina and its related
resources. Subjecting the Hui to compete at a public auction for a water lease is
concerning due to the Hui’s limited financial resources. Allowing the Hui to negotiate
directly with the Board of Land and Natural Resources for this water lease and skip
the public auction phase would not only promote the Hui's continued traditional
practice of 1ol kalo, but also expand on opportunities for community-based cultural
and agricultural education, including education on vital environmental benefits such
as flood mitigation, groundwater recharge, and preserving native habitat for
endangered and threatened water birds.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Thank you again for this opportunity to provide testimony. Should you have
any questions, please feel free to contact me or Council Services Staff
at (808) 241-4188 or via E-mail to cokcouncil@kauai.gov.

Sincerely,

P

MASON K. CHOCK
Council Vice Chair, Kaua‘t County Council

AMK:dme
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In consideration of
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 163 and HOUSE RESOLUTION 139
Relating to Support for Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Branco, and Honorable Members of the House Committee on Water and
Land:

| am testifying today in strong support of House Concurrent Resolution 163 and House Resolution
139. Farmers throughout the island, particularly those in our North Shore, were severely impacted by
the 2018 floods. Although that happened almost three years ago, we on Kaua‘i still have a long way to

go.

For example, the kalo farmers in Wai‘oli valley continue to face challenges in restoring their agricultural
and cultural practice through cultivating a staple in our community. Without water, there is no kalo. This
resolution supports these farmers as their hui seeks to directly negotiate with the Board of Land and
Natural Resources in securing a water lease.

Actions speak louder than words. Generations of farmers in Wai‘oli have shown their respect and
stewardship of the land and resources. Their track record of stewardship should weigh heavily in
entrusting them with doing what needs to be done in order to perpetuate the cultural practices that
have stretched back millennia.

| respectfully ask your respective committees approve this resolution in support of traditional Hawaiian
practices and Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

4444 Rice Street, Suite 235 « Lihu'e, Hawai'i 96766 « (808) 241-4900 (b) « (808) 241-6877 (f)
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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HEARING OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND
ATTN: CHAIR DAVID A. TARNAS & VICE CHAIR PATRICK PIHANA BRANCO

Testimony Strongly Supporting HR 139 and HCR 163
Supporting the Wai oli Valley Taro Hui and Traditional Lo'i Kalo Cultivation in Wai oli, Kaua'i

March 23, 2021, 8:30 a.m.
Via Videoconference

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Branco, and Honorable Members of the House Committee on Water
and Land,

I testify here as the Executive Director of the Hanalei Watershed Hui. Our community nonprofit has
worked with the Hanalei and Wai’oli Valley taro farmers supporting kalo cultivation for two
decades.

The Hanalei and Wai’oli valleys produce nearly two-thirds of Hawaii’s taro. Our work to better understand
and culturally manage the watershed of Hanalei is inexorably linked to kalo cultivation. We are currently
engaged in a comprehensive flood mitigation project to address the impacts of the 2018 flood which severely
affected the Wai’'oli farmers. This work will be a collaborative effort with these farmers.

These resolutions will enable these farmers to continue to produce kalo benefitting all of Hawaii. It is
imperative we all provide support for this work in all the ways available to us. Passage of this resolution is
critical to that support.

I am confident their work will meet all required permitting and environmental reviews. As a member of the
Hawaii State Environmental Council, I fully understand the Chapter 343 requirements and am assured this
work will be in full compliance.

These farmers are members of our families and community and have been dedicated to this work for
generations. We are committed to the continuation of this cultural, environmental and economic resource for
our people and Hawaii.

Me ka pono,

s

E_ malama kumu wai ~ Frotect the source

5299 Kuhio T‘lwy, F.O.Box 1285, Hanalei, Kauat, H] 96714

Telephone (808) 826-1985,/(808)346-5458 Email: hanaleiwatersl’ledhui@g;mai[,com

www.hanaleiwatershedlﬁui,org

The Hana!ei Watershed T‘Iui is an equa] oPPortunity emploger and Provider.
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NATIONAL TROPICAL BOTANICAL GARDEN

Saving Plants ¢ Saving People

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 3530 Papalina Road, Kalaheo, Hawai'i 96741 USA
(808) 332-7324 - Fax (808) 332-9765 - www.ntbg.org

TO: Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair
Rep. Patrick Pihana Branco, Vice Chair
Members of the HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER & LAND

DATE: Tuesday, March 23, 2021
TIME: 8:30 a.m.

PLACE: VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE
From: Chipper Wichman, President

National Tropical Botanical Garden

RE: Testimony in Support of HCR163 and HR 139

I am writing today as the President of the National Tropical Botanical Garden (NTBG), an
organization that has been doing community-based conservation work in Hawaii for over 50 years. |
am writing in strong support of House Concurrent Resolution 163 and House Resolution 139 which
would allow the Wai‘oli Taro Farmers Hui to directly negotiate with the Board of Land and Natural
Resources for a water lease.

The Hui is a shining example of a community group that has been perpetuating the ancient practices of
growing kalo in the Hanalei/Waioli watersheds — a practice that has been ongoing for centuries without
interruption. This concurrent resolution is critical as the Hui was devastated by the impact of the 2018
floods that destroyed parts of the ancient irrigation system that brought water down to the individual
kalo fields.

The Hui is still in recovery mode and has worked diligently to comply with HRS 171-58 and should be
able to negotiate directly with BLNR once it has completed the Chapter 343 environmental review
process. Being able to direct negotiate with BLNR is critical to their continued recovery from the 2018
floods and to building reliance to the floods that occurred last week which you may have seen on the
news. Supporting the Hui means supporting small family-farmers in who are the heart and soul of kalo
cultivation in Hawai‘i which has been supplying kalo and poi across Hawai‘i nei for decades.

In closing, I strongly encourage you, the members of the HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER &
LAND to pass this resolution and support these taro-root farmers so that they can continue the cultural
practice of growing kalo which helps to provide food security for our community and State.

Me ke aloha a me ka mahalo nui,
\ (01/\/\/

Chipper Wichman, President,
National Tropical Botanical Garden
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| strongly support HCR163. Please refer to my testimony for HR139.

John K. Aana

Po'ai Wai Ola/ West Kauai Watershed Alliance
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Testimony Strongly Supporting HR139 and HCR163
Supporting the Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui and Traditional Lo‘i Kalo Cultivation in Wai‘oli,
Kaua‘i, by Encouraging BLNR to Directly Negotiate for a Long Term Water Lease

March 23, 2021, 8:30 a.m.
Via Videoconference

Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Branco, and Members of your Honorable Committee:

Mahalo for scheduling this hearing on HR139 and HCR163. The Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui
strongly supports both measures, which are critical to perpetuate our Native Hawaiian and
local kalo culture on Kaua‘i’s North Shore.

Our Hui of about a dozen small family farmers has been growing kalo on the same ‘aina in
Wai‘oli Valley for many, many generations. We work to support and enhance the ma uka to ma
kai biocultural resources primarily in the Wai‘oli Stream Watershed, protect the natural and
cultural resources that enable traditional and customary Native Hawaiian practices, maintain
habitat for endangered Hawaiian waterbirds, and engage the greater Kaua‘i community through
educational outreach programs and initiatives relating to kalo farming and community-based
stewardship of water resources.

Although our community has always been close, we did not formally organize as a state
nonprofit with federal tax exempt status until 2019, after devastating floods made it painfully
clear that our entire community and way of life was at risk. As a part of the disaster relief effort,
the Department of Land and Natural Resources informed us that portions of our centuries-old
kalo irrigation system, which predates modern zoning laws and even the water leasing provision
of HRS 171, was located on conservation land. So, we are now required to get a water lease,
even though our farms have operated in essentially the same way for centuries.

After those 2018 floods, our manowai (traditional, Native Hawaiian break-away dam), po‘owai
(dam at the head of the ‘auwai), and entire ‘auwai (ditch) systems were completely devastated.
Our river changed course and some described what we experienced as a thousand-year flood
event. As wetland kalo farmers, water from Wai‘oli Stream is our lifeline. Almost three years
after the 2018 floods, and despite significant kokua from the State of Hawai‘i, County of Kaua‘i,
and University of Hawai‘i at Manoa’s Richardson School of Law, we are still in basic recovery
mode.

The County helped to fix our mano in the Summer of 2020, but recent flooding has caused
damage that will require further repairs. Flooding is becoming more frequent and more severe.
This year we have already had two major flooding events while we are still recovering from
2018. Currently, our manowai is broken again, this time into four when it should just be one
structure. The roads into the valley have only recently reopened. To get people and the supplies



we need into the valley, they need to be brought in by boat or one-lane convoy. Either way, this is
difficult for our farmers who are kupuna and so some of them have not been able to get to their
patches since the road closed. We need your kokua.

For the last two years, we have been working closely with the Law School’s Environmental and
Native Hawaiian Rights Clinics. They helped us to apply for and secure an easement for our
irrigation system and a revocable permit for our water use, but a longer term water lease remains
elusive. We have completed consultation with the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, a draft
Watershed Plan, and are working with the Water Commission on an interim instream flow
standard amendment, and with others on a draft environmental assessment. To say that this
process is complicated and confusing is a gross understatement — we would never have gotten
this far without the hard work of the Clinics’ students, fellows, and attorneys.

Although the end is now in sight, we have significant concerns about our own Hui’s ability to
prevail at a public auction. Moreover, our ancient, Native Hawaiian water use for kalo cultivation
is non-consumptive, non-polluting, instream, and in-watershed, and appropriate for direct
negotiation with BLNR. Our Hui utilizes a traditional manowai to take some water from Wai‘oli
Stream. That water flows through our ‘auwai, into our taro patches, then back to either Wai‘oli
Stream or the lower reaches of Hanalei River. Like other kalo farmers, we need throughflow —
water flowing through our taro patches — but we do not “consume” water like most offstream
users because it returns to the streams. All of our use is within the watershed where our water
supply originates. So, any seepage, for example, also goes back to feed our water cycle in the
larger Hanalei Bay Watershed.

For these reasons, Hawai‘i’s Constitution (including Article XI sections 1 and 7 and Article XII,
section 7), Water Code (HRS 174C-101), and court decisions (Waiahole), grant special
protection and respect to traditional instream, in-watershed cultivation of kalo like our Hui’s. Our
water use is fundamentally different than most of the “big users” regulated under HRS 171, such
as EMI/Mahi Pono’s use of East Maui water where water is taken out of the watershed,
distributed across the island, and never returns to its ahupua‘a of origin.

Given these unique circumstances, we humbly ask your committees to pass out HR139 and
HCR163 and allow our Hui to directly negotiate with BLNR after we have completed the
rest of the water lease application process. While direct negotiation will not stop the floods, it
brings us one step closer to the finish line so we can focus on farming instead of permits and
compliance.

Mabhalo for your time and consideration. Our farmers will be available at the hearing to answer
any questions that you may have.

Reid Yoshida

President, Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui
Kaua‘i, Hawai‘i
waiolivalleytarohui@gmail.com
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HEARING OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND

ATTN: CHAIR DAVID A. TARNAS & VICE CHAIR PATRICK PIHANA BRANCO

Testimony Strongly Supporting HR 139 and HCR 163

Supporting the Wai'oli Valley Taro Hui and Traditional Lo"i Kalo Cultivation in Waioli,
Kaua'i

March 23, 2021, 8:30 a.m.

Via Videoconference

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Branco, and Honorable Members of the House
Committee on Water and Land,

The Hanalei Hawaiian Civic Club strongly supports House Concurrent Resolution 163
and House Resolution 139 and urges you to do the same. The North Shore of Kaua'i,
like most of the world, has been hit hard by the effects of Covid-19. These impacts have
been especially challenging for our community as we are still recovering from the
severe flooding that occurred in 2018.

These two crises, while devastating to our community, have showed that we are
resilient like the kalo growing in our iconic fields. Through these trying times we have
pulled together and have supported one another, and have once again proven how
resilient we are because of the connections we have with each other and our ‘Ae ina. If



not for the farmers of Wai‘oli, WaipAs , and others in the Halele‘a (North Shore)
community, we would have been in an even worse situation than we are now. These
farmers and families have provided local, accessible, ono food for our community and
others around Kaua'i, ensuring that we did not go hungry.

Our organization and many others throughout the years have benefitted from the kalo
that comes from Wai‘oli. These ‘ohana who have been feeding our community for
generations, continually provide support for fundraisers, community events, and small
family parties. Their farms are constantly photographed as part of the North Shore’s
iconic view plane and many work multiple jobs to continue to preserve and perpetuate
this endangered lifestyle.

To support these resolutions supports not only these farmers, but the very essence of
our humble community. We are kama‘Ae ina, children of the land, firmly rooted and
unwavering, despite the many storms that attempt to irreparably change our Hawaiian
way of life. These resolutions will help to stem the tide of the detrimental change that
has been seen in our community, and communities around Hawai'‘i, by promoting and
protecting traditional practices such as kalo farming.

We humbly ask for your support of these resolutions and our Hawaiian community.
Jessica Kau‘ionAe lani Fu

President, Hanalei Hawaiian Civic Club
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND
March 23, 2021 8:30 AM Room 430
In SUPPORT of HCR163/HR139:

Supporting the Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui and Traditional Lo‘i Kalo Cultivation in Wai‘oli, Kaua‘i

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Branco, and members of the committee,

On behalf of our 27,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i supports HCR163 and
HR139 to encourage the Department of Land and Natural Resources to directly negotiate a water
license with the taro farmers of Wai‘oli Valley.

Like much of Kaua‘i, the taro farming community of Wai‘oli was devastated by the massive floods of
2018. Experts recognize that climate change morphed an otherwise typical rainy weather into a
dangerous extreme weather event that this community is recovering from.

We urge the legislature to support the recovery of this community and the perseverance of their unique
traditional kalo farming practices by facilitating their compliance with state laws protecting stream water.
The Native Hawaiian residents of Wai‘oli have been farming kalo -- and supplying kalo products to
Hawai‘i nei -- for generations. They have a close relationship with this land and they have demonstrated
their commitment to steward these natural resources over centuries.

The hui of taro farmers that have come together in Wai‘oli to re-build have done so in complete
compliance with all of the state protections for natural and cultural resources, especially stream water.
They are currently working to complete all of the requirements of Haw. Rev. Stat. §171 and §343.

Given their use of this stream water is relatively small and is expected to not have a significant impact on
the environment, and that there is no one else anywhere better qualified or more committed to steward
these resources, the Sierra Club supports a directly negotiated license between the Wai‘oli Taro Hui and
the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

As the legislature works to diversify local agriculture and support communities harmed by drastic
changes in our climate, it is crucial to support the small family farms and the traditional kalo cultivation
techniques of long-standing communities like Wai‘oli.

Thank you very much for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HCR163/HR139.

Mahalo,

A

Marti Townsend, Chapter Director
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HEARING OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER & LAND

ATTN: CHAIR DAVID A. TARNAS & VICE CHAIR PATRICK
PIHANA BRANCO

Testimony in Strong Support of HR139 and HCR163

March 23, 2021, 8:30 a.m.
Via Videoconference

Aloha Chairs Tarnas, Vice Chair Branco and Honorable Members of the
House Committee on Water and Land,

Hawaiian Islands Land Trust d/b/a Hawai‘i Land Trust (HILT) is
Hawai‘i’s islands-wide land trust that is both a Hawai‘i 501(c)3 nonprofit,
and a nationally accredited land trust. Our mission is to protect and steward
the lands that sustain Hawai‘i, and perpetuate Hawaiian values by
connecting people to ‘aina.. We appreciate the opportunity to provide
testimony in strong support of House Resolution 139 and House
Concurrent Resolution 163. HILT has protected over 21,500 acres
throughout Hawai‘i, owns and stewards 7 preserves, including Kahili
Beach Preserve and Wainiha Beach Preserve on Kaua‘i’s North Shore, and
holds 45 conservation easements permanently protecting conservation
values of private lands across the state. HILT’s land protection priorities
include Hawaiian cultural landscapes, coastlines, and lands that produce
healthy food for Hawai‘i’s people.

Since 2015, HILT holds two conservation easements permanently
protecting approximately 39 acres of kalo producing ‘aina in Wai‘oli that is
currently farmed by members of the Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui. HILT has
seen firsthand the ongoing effects of the devastating 2018 floods. These
lo‘i kalo have fed ‘ohana and community for generations and we
acknowledge the importance that HR139 and HCR 163 has to ensure active
stewardship and farming of these lands by allowing the Wai‘oli Valley
Taro Hui to directly negotiate with the Board of Land and Natural
Resources for a water lease.

These small family farmers that make up the Wai‘oli Valley Taro
Hui,including those who currently farm on ‘aina protected by HILT,
provide an important source of food for our island community. For
example, they supply taro to the Waipa Foundation, whose poi feeds
families from Ha‘ena to Waimea, Kaua‘i and even Ni‘ihau. Moreover, the
Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui’s collective stewardship of the ma uka (upland,
directioned towards the mountain) reaches of Wai‘oli Valley and each
families’ respective lo‘i kalo, provides critical and invaluable ecosystem
services that protect Hanalei town and surrounding areas from minor and
major flooding events. Lastly, kalo cultivation is integral to the
communitv’s identitv on Kaua‘i and HILT supports Hawai‘i’s local
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